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Policy Dialogue at Muni University 

Makerere University Environment for 

Development Initiative (EfD-Mak) Cen-

tre in partnership with Muni Universi-

ty, organised and held a policy dia-

logue themed; Forestry and Biodiver-

sity; addressing the challenge of for-

est degradation and enhancing envi-

ronment management in Uganda in 

collaboration with Arua District Local 

Government. 

The dialogue that attracted Arua City 

leaders, Local Governments, NGOs, 

Private sector, Media, Staff and Stu-

dents of Muni University took place on 

2nd December 2021 at the Health Sci-

ence Conference Hall.  
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Figure 1: Professor Robert Kajobe making a presentation on the State of 
Environment and Forest Cover in Uganda with specific reference to 

West Nile.  

Story continues on Page 2. 



Mr. Fred Kasalirwe who represent-

ed the Executive Director for EfD, 

appreciated the management of 

Muni University for hosting the dia-

logue and Prof. Robert Kajobe, the 

Acting Dean Faculty  of Agriculture 

and Environmental Science, for 

making a wonderful and detailed 

presentation on the State of Envi-

ronment and Forest cover in Ugan-

da with specific reference to West 

Nile. 

He promised to see how best they 

can take up this information shared 

with the relevant authorities and 

see how to avert the impact of the 

environment degradation. 

“We have research opportunities, 

we are here because we want to 

tap opportunities and see how we 

can partner with academicians and 

collaborate with local government 

authorities, we have more engage-

ments, we shall sign an MoU with 

Muni University and see how we 

can diversify our research portfo-

lio; we need to work hard and see 

how we can revive our environ-

ment”. He said. 

Associate Professor Okia Clement 

Akais, of Agro Forestry in the Fac-

ulty of Agriculture and Environ-

mental Science stated that the is-

sues of environment are very hot in 

West Nile and Northern Uganda and 

need to be tackled this season, 

adding there’s need to support the 

local leaders to see how to come 

up with solutions. 

“We as Muni are ready to partner 

with Makerere, we are supported 

by the local government and com-

munities, we have teams of people 

working with sustainable ways in 

the community, we want to learn 

from each other, he said. 

“This was a demand from the local 

people that we solve the problems, 

we pledge to work with all of you, 

we thank our colleagues from Muni 

University, local governments, 

NGOs, private sector and our stu-

dents. Environment is cross cutting 

and everyone is involved”. Stated 

Professor Kajobe.  

The LC V Chairman Arua District 

Hon. Alfred Okuonzi, thanked the 

Executive Director EfD Makerere 

for choosing Arua District and City 

for this engagement 

“Arua district has given birth to 

many districts, it’s incumbent upon 

us to lead by example, I am ex-

tremely happy to see EfD Makerere 

come and engage us on this issue 

we have failed to address, how can 

we destroy something on which our 

livelihood depends on, we depend 

on trees, no trees, no rain, no rain, 

no life. I am looking for a platform 

where I can declare outbreak of 

tree cutting. 

He pledged that as government 

they will take this issue up as they 

have dedicated the next two years 

till June 2023 to plant trees, green 

Arua, plant trees alongside all 

roads, UNRA will provide the seed-

lings. 

He Appealed to the Executive Di-

rector EfD Makerere to join hands 

with him and support the city that 

is growing. 

The Deputy RDC Hon. Ocen Robert 

said he was Happy to be part of the 

dialogue. He said Forests play a 

very big role in safe guarding envi-

ronment,  

“We are cutting down trees and en-

croaching on wetlands which is 

affecting our environment, our 

grandparents didn’t have hospitals 

but were getting medicines from 

the local trees, even the white 

medicines get their raw materials 

from the trees, let’s get back and 

encourage our communities to 

plant trees, at least every family 

member should plant 2 trees”, he 

appealed.  

The MU Newsletter appears once a month. It contains a selection of interesting articles about the University and/or related activities. 2 

(Left): Professor Clement Okia making a submission during the di-
alogue (Right): Participants following the discussions during the 

policy dialogue.  



Outreach to Oli Centre IV  

In the drive to prevent covid 19 infection and 

spread, the third immunisation exercise took 

place at the university on 17th December 2021, 

courtesy of Arua City Health unit. There was 

massive turn up for the Johnson and Johnson 

which is a single jab. 

According to majority of the people who turned 

up for the immunisation that included Staff, 

their relatives, Students and the neighbouring 

community, they had been looking forward to 

receiving the Johnson and Johnson jab be-

cause it is a single dose and has minor effects 

and can be administered to all groups of peo-

ple including lactating mothers. 
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The Seed Global Health Educator 

Miss Abbey Roepke along with Clini-

cal Staff and Nursing students of 

Muni University carried out a student 

led campaign on Patient Centered 

Care among staff of Oli Health Cen-

tre IV in the health centre board-

room on 1st December 2021 

Figure 2 Above: Miss Abbey 
Roepke making a presentation 

during the outreach to Oli 
Health Centre IV 

Immunization 
at Muni University 
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It was yet again a moment of darkness at 
Muni University as Miss Martha Namujjasi a 
3rd year Nursing and Midwifery student 
succumbed to Lymphatic Cancer at Uganda 
Cancer Institute, Mulago on 18th December 
2021. Miss Martha was buried on 19th De-
cember 2021 at Kayunga in Mukono District. 

Martha was a very brilliant and promising 
student. We pray her soul rests in eternal 
peace.  

Martha Namujasi 
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