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NEWSLETTER 

At least 19 staff of MU in-

cluding the VC, Prof. Chris-

tine Dranzoa and the DVC in 

charge of Finance and Ad-

ministration Rev. Fr. Prof. 

Odubuker Picho Epiphany 

have been recognized 

among the country’s Top 500 

Scientists by the AD (Alper-

Doger) Scientific Index 2022.   

The AD Scientific In-

dex, unlike other sys-

tems that provide 

evaluations of journals and 

universities, is a ranking 

and analysis system based 

on the scientific perfor-

mance and the added value 

of the scientific productivity 

of individual scientists. Fur-

thermore, it provides rank-

ings of institutions based on 

the scientific characteristics 

of affiliated scientists. Visit: 

https://

adscientificindex.com 
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Transforming Lives  

VC Awarded for Contri-

butions to City Building  

The Management and staff 

of MU think congratulations 

are in order to the VC, Prof. 

Christine Dranzoa for being 

awarded for her distin-

guished contributions to-

wards the development of 

Arua city.  

The award inform of a 

glass plaque was received 

on behalf of the VC by MU 

PHRO Mr. Ijosiga Abdul Wa-

hid during a function orga-

nized by Arua City Develop-

ment Forum (ACDF), early 

April this year. 

The words etched on the 

plaque are; “This outstand-

ing performance recogni-

tion award OPRA 2022 pre-

sented to Professor Chris-

tine Dranzoa in honor and 

recognition of your distin-

guished contribution to-

wards development of Arua 

city as a role model, men-

tor, leader and agent for 

positive community trans-

formation. Thank you. 

President ACDF”.   Congrat-

ulations indeed to you Prof. 

for your stewardship in the 

development arena.   
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On 19th May 2022, Muni University re-

ceived partners from International 

Center for Research in Agroforestry 

(ICRAF) and AFARD. 

The Faculty of Agriculture and Envi-

ronmental sciences has teamed up 

with the partners to launch a two-year 

tree growing project in West Nile. 

The Deputy Vice Chancellor Academic 

Affairs Assoc. Professor Anguma Si-

mon Katrini welcomed the guests to 

Muni University and said Coming all 

the way from Nairobi to Arua is a seri-

ous manifestation of their commitment 

to their cause of coming to the univer-

sity. He thanked them for choosing to 

come and interact on issues of re-

search with the Faculty of Agriculture 

and pledged the support of manage-

ment to this cause. 

“ICRAF is a very big organization with 

great credibility. I am excited to have 

you here in an effort to work with us 

for the good of the environment” he 

stated. 

The Team Leader Dr. Anja Gassner 

thanked the management for hosting 

them. “We are very excited to be here 

and Muni is well positioned to play a 

role in Uganda to do the research we 

are going to sign a framework at the 

end of the year” she said   

According to Dr. Anja, from next year 

money will come through European 

Union that will have a very strong pri-

ority towards Agriculture since most 

of the land is covered by Agriculture, 

so agriculture has to be part of the 

project 

She revealed that the biggest donor in 

the environment area is Germany and 

funds have been earmarked to be 

spent in the global south on projects 

under conventional Biodiversity and 

they are going to work with firms to 

restore tree coverage in the fields.  

“This is the second phase of the pro-

ject, the first was carried out in five 

countries and now in the second phase 

the German government has asked us 

to focus on Uganda and Rwanda and 

we are pleased to hear Muni University 

combines Agriculture and Biodiversity, 

mainstreaming Biodiversity in Agricul-

ture has been a challenge”, revealed 

Phillip DOBIF one of the team mem-

bers. 

Prof. Clement Okia, Associate Profes-

sor in the department of Agro Forestry 

indicated that they are looking for 

funding and partnership to see how 

Muni can contribute to the develop-

ment agenda of the region and nation. 

He said 19th May was to be a national 

tree planting day for Uganda and at 

least a million trees were to be plant-

ed to mark the day, however due to the 

dry spell, trees could not be planted in 

the region on this particular day. 

Dr. Anja Gassner made  a presentation 

on ‘Trees on Farms for Biodiversity: 

Extending the restoration agenda to 

farms, protecting biodiversity, contrib-

uting to a green economy through ag-

riculture’ Senior scientist at ICRAF. 

ICRAF Partnership 

Meeting on dissemination of 

M&E Framework and linkage to 

human capital development at 

MU was held at the Council Hall 

on May 20th 2022 and facilitat-

ed by Mr. Odongo Maxwell, Ed-

ucation planning Officer  at the 

National Planning Authority. 

Meeting on Human  

Capital Development 

Mr. Odongo Maxwell making a presentation during the meeting  
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The Deputy Chief of Party US Presi-

dent’s Malaria Initiative (PMI) Vector 

Link Asaph Muhanguzi applauded 

Muni University Team for owning up 

to the insectary project. This was 

during a visit on 17th May 2022 to 

the university with a team to assess 

the progress of remodeling of the 

insectary, the first of its kind in the 

West Nile region.  

He said the project which can open 

doors for greater things belongs to 

Muni and it’s up to the university to 

use it as much as she can. 

He noted that they will plan for the 

project and have budgets for it, any 

requests towards insectary support 

will always be supported coz this 

could be an entry point in the in to a 

bigger picture adding that the US 

mission loves this kind of work. 

“West Nile districts are leading in 

Malaria cases, the team in Muni has 

done an excellent job, and we will 

work hand in hand and see how we 

can deliver a malaria free Uganda”. 

He concluded 

The Deputy Vice Chancellor Aca-

demic Affairs Assoc. Prof. Anguma 

Simon Katrini appreciated the team 

from PMI Vector Link and reechoed 

the commitment of the university. 

He encouraged the Dean of Faculty 

of Health Science to see how the 

project will be managed, and en-

sure there’s a project coordinator 

and work hard in fully owning the 

facility. 

He said the project will employ an 

insectary technician which is a good 

human resource boost  

“Put your research agenda properly 

on what you want to do, we have 

mosquitoes but we don’t know much 

about them, get mosquitoes and 

analyze them, plan your research 

university is for teaching and learn-

ing, research and community en-

gagement, this is our mandate, in-

volve the communities”  

PMI Vector link is a division of the 

US Embassy controlling Malaria. 

The insectary is a research lab for 

breeding mosquitoes and will be a 

center of research in to mosquito 

resistance package. West Nile is 

going to do Indoor Residual Spray-

ing in September 2022 when the lab 

is ready. 

PMI wants to partner with academia 

and MU can train students in mos-

quito Biology. 

Insectary in the Offing  The Deputy Chief of Party PMI Vector 

Link Mr. Muhanguzi Asaph (Second 

Right) and the Deputy Vice Chancellor 

Academic Affairs Assoc. Prof. Anguma 

Simon Katrini (third Right) with other 

members after the meeting.  

Training in Pedagogy  

A 3-days training on pedagogy for academic staff 

was held at the main Hall in the Health Sciences 

Block 

from May 30th to June 1st 2022. 

Prof. Jessica Norah Aguti Coordinator ODL speak-

ing at the training. 
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GERA Meeting  

Gender Equity in Research Alliance 

(GERA) is a voluntary network of both 

men and women. It is   multi-

disciplinary and  It’s  over all purpose  

is to strengthen internal systems to 

embrace gender responsiveness in 

planning, Gender responsiveness in 

budgeting, teaching and providing 

leadership and management and 

above all in recruitment of Staff and 

admission of students. 

GERA held a meeting with MU staff on 

May 20th 2022 at the VC’s Boardroom 

to conduct institutionalized assess-

ment of gender in terms of composi-

tion of governance and leadership in 

terms of male and female, composition 

of academic staff in terms of male and 

female in both number and ranks. 

To find out if Institutions of Govern-

ment in Northern Uganda have gender 

policies and whether the policies are in 

operation. 

The results of assessment is intended 

to fit in to policy, practice and further 

research in Gender. 

GERA has structures right from the 

National level to regional level to insti-

tutional level targeting higher institu-

tions of learning i.e. universities both 

private and public. 

At the institutional level there is a 

gender focal person per university. 
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Dr. Christine Oryema of GERA 

(Center) flanked by the HoD Edu-

cation Mr. Polycap Omara (Left) 

and PHRO Mr. Wahid Ijosiga 

(Right) after the GERA meeting 

on 20th May 2022. 

Bunya East MP visits MU 

MP Bunya East, Mayuge district, Hon. Kubeketerya 

James (Middle) paid a courtesy call to Muni University 

on May 23. He was visiting the university for the first 

time. 

Our Programmes 
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